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telegraphic rather than elegant, and although there are many tables summarizing the
results ofindividual studies, there are few figures and photographs.
As a single-authored text, this work represents an achievement, as the author has
assembled a large, carefully and completely referenced amount of material for the
reader. The work is divided into twenty chapters in six parts: hematological oncology,
mesenchymal solid tumors, neuroectodermal and neurogenic tumors, carcinomas,
therapy and complications, and self-assessment. The work is well indexed, but
unfortunately the index does not appear at the end ofthe first volume as well as at the
end ofthe second.
The self-assessment section is a unique feature. It comprises almost 1,300 true-false
questions, over 400 multiple-choice questions, and 200 matching problems. The
questions cover a wide range of material, and answers, most accompanied by
references to the literature, are provided.
With its comprehensive scope and wealth of references to the literature, this work
will make an excellent addition to the library of medical oncologists, both those in
practice and those in training. However, the lack of accessibility of the work does not
make it the ideal oncology text for the non-specialist.
SETH A. ROSENTHAL
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CORONARY ARTERY SPASM. PATHOPHYSIOLOGY, DIAGNOSIS, AND TREATMENT. Ed-
ited by C. Richard Conti. New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1986. 347 pp. $59.75.
The concept of coronary artery spasm as a possible cause of angina has been the
subject of controversy for over a century. Popularity of the theory has waxed and
waned several times over the years, finally becoming an accepted entity after
Prinzmetal and his colleagues described "variant angina" in 1959. Subsequent
progress toward a better understanding of the phenomenon of coronary artery spasm
has been extraordinarily rapid with the introduction ofselective coronary angiography
and various provocative tests. For a comprehensive survey ofthis concept, it would be
useful to have a book which includes meaningful discussions of morphological and
clinical considerations, as well as pharmacological and surgical treatment options.
Coronary Artery Spasm does a commendable job in satisfying this need by
reappraising the whole subject. This neatly printed hardcover constitutes Volume 6 in
a series of monographs entitled "Basic and Clinical Cardiology." This particular
volume, edited by C. Richard Conti, contains 22 chapters, each written by a different
guest contributor. As may be expected from any multi-authored text, thequality, style,
and level of probing discourse vary markedly from chapter to chapter. All of the
authors do a good job of adequately referencing their statements, however, making it
easy for an interested reader toexplore further many ofthe topics discussed. The list of
the topics covered under the general heading of Coronary Artery Spasm is fairly
comprehensive. Beginning with definitions and history, the text progresses through
etiology, pathophysiology, provocative tests, and significance of the phenomenon and
concludes with various therapeutic and surgical approaches.
Although the text has a copyright notice of 1986, the material is already dated;
indeed, many ofthe chapters refer to articles published no later than 1983. In a subject
as dynamic as this one, subsequent and current concepts in the understanding of
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"current treatment" provides 26 references, ofwhich only two were published in 1983,
and the others, earlier still.
Overall, this is a succinctly written, well-organized treatiseofrelevance to clinicians
interested in the diagnosis, pathophysiology, and treatment ofcoronary artery spasm.
It could inspire an interest in the subject by students at all levels, as well as serving as
an adequate reference source. It is difficult, however, to give an unqualified endorse-
ment to a text already out ofdate at publication.
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THE HUMAN SKELETON. By Pat Shipman, Alan Walker, and David Bichell.
Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press, 1986. 343 pp. $26.50.
While any beginning textbook covering the human skeleton must be largely
descriptive, engaging the reader in memorization, it need not be that alone. Certainly,
the interrelationships of the structures of the human skeletal system and the general
functions of its parts should receive repeated mention and emphasis. In addition,
excursions into age, sexual, and racial differences can add interest because they give
meaning tothe interpretation ofbone. Studying skeletal materials in particular enables
the student to obtain a wealth ofbiological information and to trace patterns ofdisease
and nutrition.
A functional rather than a regional approach to the human skeletal system is used in
this book. It involves the reader in fewer difficulties and is more appropriate for people
studying physical and health education. Each function is discussed in sufficient depth
to provide a good basis concerning the nature of bone, the function of bone, and
interpretation ofthis relationship. No effort is made to emphasize anatomical detail.
The first part, "The Nature of Bone," contains six chapters. This portion sets the
tone of the book, defines basic concepts, and presents information about bone growth,
joints, and lubrication. Part Two considers the basic function of bone, including a
description ofthe axial skeleton, breathing, walking, the skull, and chewing. The final
part, called "Interpreting Bone," completes the book and deals primarily with trauma
and disease, reconstruction, and age, sex, and racial differentials.
There are a total of 17 chapters, each averaging 15 to 20 pages in length. Excluding
the glossary, bibliography, and index, the text is 315 pages long.
Terminology throughout the book, with few exceptions, is simple. The most
important terms are provided in the glossary at the end ofthe book.
The great majority of the 145 illustrations relate closely to the textual material.
Some ofthem arequitesimplistic, attempting to accentuate important concepts; others
are simplified to emphasize action.
In summary, the volume presents a functional approach to studying the human
skeletal system. While an elementary textbook ofthe human skeletal system certainly
cannot presume to range over such a broad area, this book helps the reader to visualize
the potential function ofthe human skeleton.
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